, Series: Romans ¥i3
- g, 7 (i B
Title: What Do ﬁan Know About God? , & Lot 2¥
Text:" Romans 1:18-23 ol s -ﬂh.ﬂf*?ff”

Take your Bables, please, and Turn to Romans chapter 1. Romans chapter 1

beginning with Vs 18. Our subject: WHAT DO &‘1 KNOV A'BUT GOD?

(Read Romans 1:18-23)

Prayer

Tn Romans chapter 1 verses 1 thru 17 we have the intpoduction to this
tremendous book. Tn this introduction Paul deals with basical three things.
In Vs 1-7 He outlines the character of the Gospel. This character deals with
righteousness and faith. Then in Vs 8 through 15 Paul explains his concern
for the Cospel.' Then, third, in Verses 16-17 we learn something about the

. content of the Gospel. That we shouldn't be ashamed of the gospel for it is
!

the power of @od for salvation to every one who believes. P w

F ¢} .f

(;28) Now, beginning with Vs 18 we enter the second section of Romans. ThlS
section begins with verse 18 and continues through chapter 8 Verse 39. And

in these chanters we are going to look at the (24) MAJOR PRINCIPLES OF GOD"S

|

RIGHTEOUSNESS. THE MAJOR PRINCIPILES OF GOD"S RIGHTZOUSNESS. And there are

four principles found in these chaa?ers.
i8 First of all, there 1si ndemnatlon....
ﬁwOAWv*
20 Secondly, there isYjustification...

3@ Thlrdwﬁéantlflcatlon

i 4® And, fourth, security....
I
i

We are going to be studying all four

M

&!:8) _And the fll"S‘t one we will be looking at for a number of weeks} | = isijwf'”e

ﬂ% “‘A).I\I_D_F_MHAZION _WHY ARE AIL PEOPLE CONDEMNED?  WHY. 2 hVﬂ,RY _PRRSON A"COUNTABLE
'a:o GOD? TOM’L?H & At Y add o Borle aF Hhofillives /ﬂ""*“ L o,

f’«’ ooy
If you have done much witnessing, you will agree that one of the first

questions ask by the unbellever is: DO YOU ZHRISTIANS BELIEVE THAT ALL PEOPLE
ARE CONDEMNED? /| - Go

And the next question that follows is: DO YOU BELIEVE THAT THOSE WHO HAVE
BVER HEARQ; ABOUIT JESTIS ARE CONDEMNED? '
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" And at this point, many wieewesespettewers, are not sure what or how to

Because you see, it is offensive, to pe%ple to saxf¥§§;

answer.
- y 4 pa=

T

M‘;ﬁ% ‘ :
& Now mabybe you Aﬂ or you don t. But 1et';;;£gm out what the Bible say&a..
(léﬁ”The Bible teaches, {kpst-of all, that all” people are condemneeui There is

ey '9&74 Wle ane &uw@
no question about that.( THI QUCSTTON IS WH???.??Q@dﬂgaﬁy»mhﬂaf~r i
; Sovmbter 2 - Tl 2 o
In these last verses of nhapter 1, Daul deals w1th ungodly'%nn. A ‘men

”

“"who is not responding to God. /But in chapter 2 he will deal with a self--

rd

/o : r /R
/ " righteous person. And show you that even they are condemned just as much as
ang ungodly person,ﬂwﬂ

% M The o1 w!.@f‘a,& s N
X e T T, )
| | -
M“\\ng, why are the ungodly condemned? ihy do we say that a® memw

AT

ﬁ}ﬁéﬁ,rwhewdﬁiﬁagg&mﬁmphaﬁsﬁ*hlﬁ ewnwflghteﬂﬂﬁﬂQSS%“Why“ﬂowweweuy**ﬁﬂﬁﬂheb

is condemned? Well, certaihly condemned because of ®&s sin. But God says

that there is a more imvortant reason( QXnd that is because of %Eﬁgg'reJectlon

of the drevelation of God in creation. Tﬁé& reject the God of creation.
- _

o~ Have - yﬁu ever related all things to this? ....

I have often said,. and I really believe the more I see it in practiceg
i®s that the root of every probkem in my &hritian 1ife is a misconception of
who God is. No matter what it is, the root of every problem in a christiané
1ife is a misconception of who God is...And I will show you that through some

applici&tion..

(10) Now, the Bible says that allﬁkgzdgge condemned because they reject the

i " L SRRy -
REEOR—

evelatlon,of Sod in creatief. ahﬂi there are three thlngs that it ‘want to

o N, ¢
- Dbt P e

share withg you here.

(160 Number one, according to Vs 18, these pepplée are suppressing the truth.

The suppression of the truth is an obvious fact among qﬁéqary people.

Vs 18 says, "For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all

of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousne:

Tovk
WHAT TRUTH?....What is & that they are suppressing? It is the

ungodliness and

conscinsness that there is a God to whom they are accountable.

You say, DO ALL PEQPLE HAVI THAT? Took at Vs 19.."Because that which

is known about God is evident within them, for God made it evident to them."
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S”J-Accodding to the Bible God has already shown every person that He exists.
That is yﬁz the Bible does not set out to prove the existence of God. The
Bible assumes the existence of God. God is...God exists...Hebrews 11:6 says
Ythat he who comes to Zod must beleieve that #e is, and that Ne is a rewarder
of them who seek him."
~S$W?he first issue is: DO YO'T BETIEVE THAT GOD EXIST?...

You say, "but aren't there some people who aepe called Atheist? People
who do not believe in the existence of God. And how fdoes this passage
relate to t’ﬁ#ﬂ/ ,(,‘;ér‘a—‘-u %J 7‘

when I went on active duty as a chaptain, the final word that I recieved
at the chanlain's schodl before going to Vietném was: "REMEMBER MEN, THERE
ARE No 4B ATHEISTS IN A FOXHOLE.... Jng;Q}N,QwM
proper nr;;;;;e, the proper set of circumstances, the proper motivation, a
Fggngill be forced to admit that which he already knows in his heart, that
somehow, that somewhere/in this great universy there is a Esigg greater than
he is to which he may someday be accountable.

So, how does he deal with that enter feeling? He suppresses that truth
which he knows is within him. His conscieus bearing witness, aswwe—wééT*Tﬁah
tpem@;hap%e? 2, /and he suvnpresses it in sin...or, in unrighteousness.

Now, I uﬁﬁéfgtandwthat. Because even as a believer that is how I get

: L . i : . : et
rid of the truth. You see, Just %i? a little bit., JLo==mee, the longer we
g0 iqto sin the more we become insensitive to the truth. It is our little
way éghgetting out of the pressure. ¥We keep wholing down the truth by the
way we are livinga”ﬁy the sin that is in our life. And that is thefﬁﬁﬂ-amm
the ungodly §#® person is rejecting/[‘ trtd

Y Gllainey , nnd I think that ail of you are aware that we are on a world
wide plan to get rid of God. Have you koticed that. Tt is everywhere. We
are doing all we can to get rid of God.

The qggg?}on is_WHY? ..... Do you now understand from Romans chapter l,WHY?

AN P
B

It is because neonle know that Ee exist. And so they are suppressing that

truth of @K 2 -@gwho is greater than you and I.
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'xThey are sunpressing that truth and even trying to reason what other

mpossibllltles there could be.

«,S u
Oh@#&&&, peonle know of the existence of ‘od. I don't care what they
\,f. ’ b
*(f
say. They know it because God promised to reveal His truth to thaﬁ

0.K. WHAT HAS HE REVEALZD? WHAT DO THEY UNDERSTAND ABOUT GOD§THAT MAKES
gggﬁﬁA”“OUVmAQT“ ™0 HIM? THAT MAKES*T%&%‘NOW SUPPRESS THAT TRUTH BY LIVING
IN SIN? And convincing %iégéeives that it is not truth, that God really
doesn't exist, and I will never bg held accountable for what I am doing?
AHAT IS IT?
jzﬂwéﬁg;f—:ondly, I would like you to * notice in Vs 20 the seriousness of thit

_— ‘
rejection. Is it a serious matter not to recognize God's revelation in

creation? OBSOLUTELY..pAcqgrding to Vs 20 you are without excuse.
No 4¥2é¥g-has a leg to stand on before almighty Géd‘ég he rejects the God of
creation. No leg to e stand.on.

Tﬁ;h over to chapter 2 verse 1, In chapter 2 Paul deals with the
self-righteousness man. But notice how he begins. "Thefefore you are without
excuse, every man of you who nasses judgment."

Here, Paul will talk about a righteous, religious man. But notice he
says "without excuse." That is the same word he uses in chapter 1 verse 20.
Both are without excuse....No matter if you are righteous and religious, and
doing all the right things, or, whether you are totally ungodly and sinful in
your life. The Bible says that all are without excuse. Not one of us have
a leg to stand upon. |

m giﬂéw. according to Vs 20 there is something that every person knows and
can understand by the creation of the world...Notice what it is. Vs 20."For
eince the creation of the world His ihvisible attributes, his eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly seen."”

Now, how?....how have these invisible things been seen?..... Vs 20 "being

— —

understood. through what has been made."

What God has made in theluniverse, clearly shows to all of us some

unseen attributesz/ Ged -
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Now, what are the invisibel attributes? Vs 20 tells you..Two things:
His eternal power.......amd his divine nature.....

(}ﬁ) Now, his eternal power is easy to explain because if you look at® the
universe around you, you can't help but come to one conclusion. And that is
that something pigger than you and I had to made had to make it. And this
power had to exist before it all started. So, it is eterna%;and it is not
subject to the time it was designed.

So, 3 Sea"Tooks, whéther he is in the deepest part of Africa or here in
the United states, at the beautiful display...the mountains, the stars, the
rivers, everything, and He knews of the existence of 3od....Period...

Oh, he dosn't know all the discribtion of God, the revelation of God in
Christ. But he knows of the existence of God....Period....The heaven declare
the ¢l glory of Cod says the Psalmist.

Gl
12?) Now, secondly, he also knows of h¥s divine nature. You can look at the

universe and know somethipgg about the dimine nature of God, as to design, as
to order, as to the fact of what God must be in his nature. Becamuse all of
creation tells us something about God's divine nature. There is order, there
is disgn' in this universe.

MW You say, g does every person know that in his heart? God says that

every person knows in his heart that there is an existence of being superior

to himeelf. And the creation of the world has revealed it. And he is without

excuse if he does not respond. He is without excuse.
o MW "
_ Now, the little phrase "What has been made" is interesting. It comes
y
/from the Creek word "po'ama. Which translates into é&nglish as "poem".

/

God's "poem", his message to us, is in creation. This same word is used

| in Ephesian 2:10. ‘Vhere Paul says that believers are his "workmenship."

|
|
|
f

o~And it is the same Greek word "Pa'mma"...Poen.
A i
le So, pou see, -od's poem to the world is in creation. But it is also the
; b “fn.
3 Ta ’ i -
| believer. We are God's 1love message to the world. The world sees & Laemderty

J
\ of Tod in the believers' life just as surely as they do in the creation of

! the world. Both are creations of God. It §s a beautiful thing...
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ﬁ3€h Now, beginning with Vs 21 I would like you to see the steps that led to

this rejection. The steps that led down, to this total rejection. They start

with Vs 21 and end with Vs 23, This ungoldly person is condemned and he is
accountable. He is without excuse because he has rejected the revelation of

God in creations. Now, notice these step downward.
L

(1€)~Number one, they knew‘God, Vs 21 .« It says "For even though they knew
GodY Lt assumes that every person has already possessed this knowledge.
Bvery person starts W1th the knowledge of God. That is where he starts and
they is what he is faced with. %@” “‘zL“‘8€u~%o7kﬁjﬁ;{ ﬂif?ﬁﬁ gt OL»ﬂﬂuM(:

Now, the common way to over look that knowledge i} is to neglect it
in your life. To get rid of it is by sinning. And that is the meaning of
V§”1§ when they suprress the truth. The truth which they themselves know in
their heart!%hat there is a Godh They sunqyess it by sinning.

You say, "Yes, that is the ungomly."*;lsn 't it nice the way ﬁéptcan read
scripture and always referr it to someone else? Beautiful isn't it?

Listen, christian, God maybe talking to us, here, more than you know.

While these are grinciples dealing with the unbeliever, I wander about the

believer. Knowing God...then what do we do 1.'!/ with that knowledge?....

(2?) Step number two. According to the Bible they didnot glorgy him as God.

In other words, the first basic earror that they made was that they did not

recognize God in his righfful pnlace. He didnot receive the prority andyﬂuwa

pre-emenence in all thlngs. r&hgngpuld also happen to the believer, “§%=Es
d‘*’the first sten leding FmTCQYou don't recognize the soveriety of Cod. At

the root of every problem in our life is the misconception of who God is. So,

we bring God down to our level. 0Or, we ignore a gf:ﬁgs of him that effects

our life.

et me give you an example. Suppose theee is a way in which Gmﬂ‘l’

designed you that you are not happy about. liaybe you get up in the morrowing
and look in the mirrow and know what I mean..(Ha).....You know, God must have
did something wrong when he made me....Why did God make me with that kig

nose, you know...
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And what happens, fnd this is often ture about young people which carries

over into adult 1life and we don't know why. All the bitterness and recentment
we have in older life, what happened.

A long time ago, back in childe® hoold, we resented the way we were made.
And as a result this led to many other things. Taking it out on people and so
ferth, And one day you wake up and you don't even realize what hit you. All
you know is that you have the wrost attitude in the world and you don't know

how you got it. Well, you see‘ at the%root of every problem is a

misconception of who God is. You did not glorify God as God who made you the

way he wanted ﬁiﬁ You are absolutely designed the way Zod wants you to be

designed. You are different from every other human being. No one is like you.

Everyone is different. And God designed you just like He wants you.

50, Are you glorifying Him as God. Are you putting Him in his rightful place

of soveriety over your life? Are you trusting His judgement that He is doing

every thing right? Would you be like Joseph in Egypt who brothers dold him

into slavery and say to those brothers: "You meant it _for evil, but God meant
7 Ytk Hus ane e

it for good."” Could you say that? You see, they didm't glorif&7him as od.

(3% And the third step on_the way down in Vs 21, is that they did not give

thanks. And unthankful, an ungratful spirit, resenting God and resenting
the circumstance that he has caused, remember where all of that is coming from.
Ith coming because you have not glorified God in your life. You have not
accepted the soverity of God. The fact that all things are hapfening
according to Qis will.
- ‘ w pS
You §;dﬁwe Sayeewwe- Delieve in 3od. But we have a hard time believing
-
that God knows all thing. He knows what is going to happen in my life
tomorrow, or even this afternoon. And thus we don't glorify God. And we
then become unthankful for what every may happen tomorrow in my life, you see..
Something or someone rubs you the wrong way, remember that God wanted that
to hanpen to you. Instead of going arround trying to correct everyone's

attitude, trying to solve those problems, recognize that God wantw it to

hanpen to you.
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“ qu that is dumb. Is 1it? Rejoice and be

glad said Jesus, for great is your reward in heaven. SQthey=TCT St

DrophaE who WweT"

We acturally blow the reward when we try to defend ourselves. The reward

e .

comes when we accept it and thank God for it. And to realize that that is
just what T need;and to praise God for it.
3 V,L' / k 3 . .
?M¥ou-having trouble in your mariiage,iyau haveing trouble in your family,
something going wrong, and you say: "WHY B?E‘S@ééﬁﬂﬁﬁg THIS TO HA“PEN%%YQ”*1
At the root of every problem is the misconception as to who God is.... &2
caumgd=it...0od wants it in your life....Do you thank God for everything that

is happening in your life? KSELﬁF know this is hard. It is hard for me...

e

Everything that is coming into your life to say "Thank you, Lord, it is just
what I need."
31 These are the steps down. They became ungreatful. “hy? Because they

5T AN Mﬂo Mo e
din't put ﬁod[in the prority list. They didn't reognize Hlm

Sl

(4¥) Now, let's look at the next sten. Vs 21 "They became futile in their

speculations. What does that mean? The word "futile" or "vain" means

"empty". And it-deals with something that has been caused. I didn't do it.
Something caused it. But there is a reason why it was caused. &

The p01nt is that God caused me to be empty. Nothing is there in a

e

particulary area of my life which is: "speculations" or 'imagination". We
have an English word which comes from this word "d;alog". +ese.aDialog or
"reasonings."

¥2239e, if you are not thankful, if you are not glorifying God in all
that you are doing, the next thiné@?s,th&t you try to explain why things are
havpening in your life, you see. Y}Qw

You will tell other folks, and you will try to convince yourself why
things are happening. o YL e sfttrsns! &jﬁﬁ'
n Do you know what the Bible says God will do to you for that He will
make it all empty. It will be nothingness. And you will wind up totally

. frustrated.:.



~ Q) (Ftnlossilinsny ~ (L) LBgfoFonil
/ Y Sﬂ"ﬂ?”")ﬁ’ﬁ"“r You
End you find yourself trylngjto come up with reason as to why all these
things are s happening to you./ And God will just cause you to end up in
total frustration. Unhapoey and unthankful. WHAT IS THE ROOT PROBLAM?....

Not glorifying God. That is the root nroblem.

Ljfﬁstgn five, Vs 21 "their foolish heart was darkened." Again,it is
whatéggused to you. God is going to darkan your heart.
Now, the word "foolish", here, means "unintelligent." What happens is

that God will force your mind into a condition where it can't even understand
the things that youﬂ are reasoning about to expdain why God is éoing what he
is §doing. Isn't that fasinating?.

You know, I look at this, and I realize how fodlish I have been at times
in my l1ife when I have been so frustrated and - depressed over things that
were hapvening, @~ 4if2. And I have to go over thése step again to& find
the root nroblem. And the root problem 1s that I haven'’ t been glorlfylng Cod.

T e e e e e——————————
Thus, I become unthankful and I resent what He is trying to do in my life.

—

And I become very frustrated and empty and all my reasoning in trying to
explain it. And I discover that my mind cann't even comprehend it anymore.
It beomes darkened. It doesn't focuse in on anything.

Well, God might be doing that to you inorder to get you back to the point
where you will say: "DOD(YOU ARE GOD!AND PRAISE YOUR NAsH FOR BVERYTHING THAT

IS HAPTENING.” It is all a part of your great design and will and purpose.

4
~ [

And T thank you for it... =1
(6f§?hen will you notice step six. Vs 22.."Professing to be wise, they

4 A ﬁge “?aa1 »9?hg
became fools." L‘Kj [#3 gg -g/—lﬂ.aec/ /LUNV'} & 2‘(1 Cf(o

/7
Again, they were made foadlish. (od will do it again. WHY2 Because they

confessed to be wise. So many educated people professing to be wise are
really in darkness. Their reasonsings gﬁ;e empty. They are not really
solving anyones problems. Have you ever noticed that...ﬂﬁ?? BRECATISE THEY
AT NOT ATORIFYTHT 70D M~ Jhea L7

(7%} Th eventh step is found in Vs 23 and it is the bottom. This is g&ﬁ“s

final little cop-out in trying to take care of the problems)
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ngzg."and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the
form of corruptibel man and of birds and four footed animals and crawling
creatures."” ¢

Do understand what is happening? I now ég?é{émzbgﬁuIﬁ?ggmpunwmywawn"life
I can do what I want to do. And T am in control. And so I exchange the glory
of the incorruptible God & & 155% I become hﬂi!ﬁa!&aﬁ to the point that I
believe man is in control of his destiny.

Man is running his own 1ife. And I usually spell it with ome letter..
"I"....that &s how“f"spell it.

I am not really interested in man in total. I am interested in"I". And

so "I" begins to explain it, you see. A4nd "I" takes the throne of the

incorruptibke God. And that is the final step down. And God says, "Ypu are

without excuse." "You are accountable to me." Vmaﬁuf””"zng““i”‘*m tad
Pkg-.»‘; "ﬁ*\u ‘J"7 dw
Now, 'mas may go so far in hés nrimitive knowledge to make hrs fears into
the 1mage of a bird or an animal or whatever. But, man is substituting his
3 ot Eom=tedss oL b ’Pém’y Bee’

It maybe things, it maybe my career, my job, my marriage, my presenal
pleasures and happiness, and we ewmchange the glory of God for our own little
images.

It remainds me »f what John said in I John 5:21 "My little children, keep
yourself from idols."

- Anything that stands between féé and the glory of God, recognizing
his prority and pre-emence 1n. 11 fe,-?@d‘ ome, M*“@émily ;?§u?bh, that God
has caused everything in ?ﬁﬂllfe. And He wants 1t to be there s v~ ”gﬁj

Listen, my friends, God has each ome of us right now just where he wants

us. Now, T know that is hard to accept. But let me remaind you of what Paul

said in Romans 11:36 "for from Him and through him and to him are all things."
You see, not some things. But alllll things.
They come out-off God as the source, the cause. They are operating ’.

through “od as the channel. And they are going to have there final object and

goal..unto God. Eveything...
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fiaywhy not, right now, say: "God, I thank you for all that you are doing in
ny life, C~d 9e7 Doz %ﬁu: G. % ot o] oun &%L
And if you are not sure that one day you are going to be with Cod in

heaven forever, then, settle this matter right now. Know that you# are withou
excuse. The glory of the incorruptible God has been revealed in creationﬁﬁ“”
ﬂﬁgn come downbn your knees to Cod at the foot of the cross and believe by
faith what “od says is §i§ righteousness. Jesus died for your sins. Believe
ﬁl&% Gospel of Christ. 3Because the Bible teaches that you are without excuse,
éy He that believeth not, says John 3:18, is condmned all ready. Not something

that is going to havpen to you. You are already under condemnation. S

Simplely because you are not believing, solely, in Jesus Christ for your
salvation. So Ao Gtdierd ~ Reberre — Cv%m Seta pem ~ G LR
J b

A—UJ—U—, CZA47¢M 2 R T O

Let us Close in prayer




