Citizens of God's Kingdom

(The Core of the Messaze)
2d in a series on the Sermon on the Mount .

Text: Matthew 5:3= 11
Study Passages: Luke 6:20~24

Jeremiah 9:23=23
Matthew 18:1-)

One stroke of lightning, coming close to home, can shake us more

than a week of drizzles. So it is with ﬁﬁé&q§;§§2:f% which/AdBéA opens
the Sermon on the lount, Ok«y 5,¢,7 /4ﬁ§k*f

;#:DJ Heee ofzggz most difficult verses in the Bibi « DBut its
difficulty reminds us of Mark Twain, who gdréired of hearing people talk
8bout their troubles in understanding the Bible, He once aﬁgg;ggd that he
was more bothered by the parts of the Bible HE COULD UNDERSTAND than by the
parts he could not understand.

As‘ggdstudy?u%gigg;:%;jcan see that Jesus is upsetting the customary
way gfY/ of looking at thingse At the risk of being to simble, let's look
at the issue in terms of two modern quotationss First, a Gilbert and Sullivan
opera offers this advice:

If you wish in the world to advance,

Your merit yom're bound to enhance,

You must stir it and stump it

And blow your own trumpet

Or, trust me, you haven't a chance.

Second, Zugene V. Debs, the labor leader and pacifist, said in 1918 just

before he was sentenced to prison:

While there is a lower class, I am in it; while there is a criminal
element, I am of it; while there is a soul in prison, I am not free,

Of course, the Bilbert and Sullivan quote is meant to be humorous, and Debs's
statement is meant to be serious., But in our practice we are likely to take

the former seriously and make the latter a joke,
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And that is just what Jesus is trylng to do. He 13 turﬂln

conventional judgments upside down. ct meanin o Itee s
Wv\b C,{Le,(ffz/ :,?'/u ﬂe#

we will more time on these first few verses éof—%he*sepmen—ga—ﬁﬁeﬁMQunt.
Barh of the first nine verses of the Sermon FLELE starts with the
word BLE3SED, Hence these verses are called BEATITUDES wm descrintions of

bleusedness. Y Ui
T s

Before—wwe—3BPK-ot_verses ThATes 1im deball;‘i-woﬁié~lik£LiMLimﬂﬁLJaﬁ?

”?L;;x NoTre
(1) -- H—Ttan &e—seen that every one of the beatitudes has vrecisely

the same forme Notice that in the KJIV and the New English Bible (not RSV)
the word "ARE"™ is preinted in dark types 1Vhen a word ampears in italic or
dark type in the Bible it means that in the Greek or in the Hebrew, there is
no equivanlent word, and that that word has had to be added to bring out the
meaning of the sentence, Thislgggggies%’fhat in the beatitudes there is no
verb, (there is no "are").

Why is this? The answer is very sirple, Jesus did not s»eak the
beatitudes in Greekj He spoke them in Aramaic, which was the commom language
of his day, Aramaic and Hebrew have a very cormon kind of expression,
which is in fact an exclamation and which means, MO the blessedness Ofes
That expression is very common in the Old Testament., For example, Psalms 1:1
begins in the Hebrew: "0 the blessedness of the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly," That is the form in which Jesus first spoke the
beatitudes. The beatitudes are not simnle statmehbs; they are exclamations:

"0 the blessdness of the poor in spirit." ( AND SO om)

(Illustrate by reading each beatitude,)
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Now, this is most important, for it means that the beatitudes are not

ous hopes of what shall be; they are not pie=- in - the- sky of sone
mw;-}.} (N M—ng\ CFe
future bliss; they are congratulations on what is. The blessdednes which

belongs to christiang is not a bless.eness which is nostnoned to some future
world of glory; it is a blessdenes:s which exists here aad nowe 4t is not
something into which the Christian WILL ENTER: it is something into which
he has entered,

The beatitudes in effect say: "0 the bliss of being a Christian,
O the joy of following Christe. O the sheer han-iness of knowing Jesus Christ
as Saviour and Lorde. The very form of the beatitudes is the statement of
the thrill of the Christian life. In face of the beatitudes a gloomy -

chiristian is unthinkable, ’D"L’U) é .,,_WQJ ,a«uw-( 701/-«. Undndae (/”M-éx

Now let us look at Verse 3

Like 4 have indicated, each of the first nine verses starts wi.th the word
BLESSED. The Hebrews used the word "blessed" to describe God Himself. 'hen
anpnlied to men, it referred to God's favor and nercy. e still "ask the
blessing” at meal times - often without knowing what we are doing.,

One might say that "blessed" means "hapnny." But the word Thapay!
often has a trivial meaning. Everybody wants happiness; not everybody wants
what Jesus means by blessednesse (ﬁ W many times have you heard this
statement: "John had a vew drinks and was getting hapby.”)

To describe "blessedness" we need a different word t-en Thapopp."

The Grecks had a comrion word for hamdiness, along with a snecial ord
which fgf{Ag/ is used in these verses. This word means a very deen, vet
Jubilant kind of havn-:iness. It refers to the attainment of an ideal or goal,
it 1s not a sanctimonious word; rather it carries the flavor of jovy

=

entiiusiasm, and exclamation,
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"Your joy," said Jesus, "no man talketh from yous" (John 16:22), The

beatitudes speak of that joy which AFE¥#4/¥s carries us through grief, that
Ly gk

Joy which”sorrow and loss, and vain and grief, arepowerless—to towek, that

Joy which shines thromgh tears, and which nothing in life or decath can take
awaye
jl S0, Jesus 1s saying that the real glory and joy of life belong:to

CJ Aok dots Py Ircan

those we least exnect to havefit =- the poor in s»nirit,

[he words in liatthew are disconcerting. "Blessed are the poor in
spirit."™ Uhat does this do to our nrofit motive, omr incentive system,
our private initiative - these nillars of our society? Is Jesus condemning
all our normal ambitions?

The truth is uncomfortably close to that. Jesus did teach that
wealth can be dangerous ( Like 12:16-21; latt. 19:16-26)

The word "poor® in Palestine was often used to mean Tsaintly."
Gspecially when pagan foreigners ruled Palestine, the rich comnromised their
religion so as to nrotect their wealth and standing. he poor had nothing to
lose so they were more faithful.swlhen Jesus blesses the poor, he means
those who feel spiritual need, who make no claims for their own adequacy,
who "do not have an inflated snirit." (Augustine), those who are humble, and
have put their whole trust in Gode Therefore, "Blessed are the voor in snirith
should pread:

Rlenaruns z LN
o B s the man who has realised his ¥n utter helplessn

esz,
and who has put his whole trust in Gody T Loy 4Z:Q£d¢b
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The lesson is that if a person realised his own utter helplesness, and
has put his whole trust in God, there will enter into his ligfugﬂp important
things: (1) He will become completely detached from things? for he will
know that things have not got it in them to bring havvoiness or security;
and (2) he will become completely attached to God, for he will know that CGod

alone can bring true and lasting happniness.,
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The man who is poor in spirit is the man who has realised that things mean
nothing, and that God means everything,

I must be careful not to have you think that this beatitude calls
actual material poverty a good thing. Poverty is not a good thing. Jesus
would never have called blessed a state where people live in slums and have
not enough to eat, and where health rots the spirits and will of an individual.
That kind of poverty is the aim of the Christian gospel to remove. The
poverty which is blessed is the poverty of soirit, the spirit which realizes
its own utber lack of resources to meet life, and which finds it help and
strenght in God.

Jesus says that to such a poverty belongs the Kingdom of Heaven.

Now, why is this so? We receive our understanding to this verses from the
Lord's Prayer,

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven

This means: The Kingdom of God is a 3001ety where God's will is as nerfectly
done in earth as it is in heuven. ﬂh&t means that only he who does God's
will is a citizen of the Kingdom; and we can only do God's will when we pY¢IZ¥
realize our own utter helplessness, our own utter inability to cone with life,
and when we put our whole trust in Gode Obedience is always founded on trust.
The Kingdom of God is the possesssion of the poor in s»irit, because the poor
in spirit have realized their own utter helplessness without God, and have
learned to trust and obeyed dy Qay7l/dﬂ

So, the first Beatitude means:

O the bliss of the man who has realiZed his owm utter helplessness,
and who has put his whole trust in God, for \gé in this way can
he render to 8pd that perfect obedience which will make him a
Citizen of-%geaKingdom of<Heaven,



