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Title: (Will You Also Gol Away?
Text; John 6:60-71

Will you take your aBibles, please, and turn to John chapter 6.
John chapter 6 beginning at Vs 60 on the subject of: WILL YOU ALSO GO AWAY?

John 6 verse 60(Read 60-71)

Let us vpray
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‘%y way of quick reV1eQ§ we are now® in the section of scripture in Joljn
r‘g‘.\l )
that is bringing before us a reaction to hlS mlnlstry. Not everyone is

following Jesus. Not everyone is responding to him as it seems from the
great crowds. And this reaction to Christ has been building. It began with
chapter 5 and it will continue through chapter 12.

'“WE’EQQE‘HEEEZéd several things so far in our study. 6&&”’“’ In chapter
5 Jesus healed a man that became the subject of great question and discussion.

We saw the reallzatlon of HlS Dower in chapter 6 as Jesus took the five

IUH”' loaves and two fish and d1v1ded it among #he mulitude. There were
5 thousand men alone. And this did not include the women and children. And
as a result of this we discovered a great teaching on the bread of life as
Jesus took what had happened and related back to the manna in the 0.T. You
see it is waht you believe about Jesus as the bread of 1life. Not simplely
the fact that you believe that He existed. 4 lot of people know that
Jesus existed and that he lived. But they don't want to believe his diety.
And they are not claiming Him as Lord and Saviour. So, it is important what
you believe about Jesus. The identy of that bread.

Well, as Jesus went on to discuss that bread, he said that you nust
eat my flesh and drink my blood. And all of this caused the Jews to react.
And he spoke these things in the synogague in Cap#ernaum.

And beginning with Vs 60 we learn that it not only effected thecﬁ&“ on
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and their leaders as they heard JesusC% i /
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.(gég\ I would like you to notice in Vs 60 to 65, the concern of his disciples.
There are EEEQ%QJ things here.
Aly-erer’
(\P/ First, the per.plex'i.ties that they felt. In Vs 60 they said that

this is a difficult statement. Or, litterally, "Difficult is this word."
The word "difficult" comes from a root word meaning "to dry". For exampole
it was used oféézgég} as it dried in the sun. And thenigé&%;;y hard and
stiff. This is a very difficult, hard, dry statement. Not dry in the sense

of not interesting. But from the standpoint of hard and difficulti%&awﬁt

i~ S—

/////”§émember that the disciples are saylng thls according to Vs 60. And

it reménds me that not all those who are disciples, meaning "those following

.Jesus".....are truely the believing disciples. There is an important concept
\in the N.T. about discipleship. How christians need to be made disciples.
But I remaind you that term is very broad in the N.T. That there were many
who were called disciples that were not true believers in Christ.

That means this: +that many people can follow Jesus. They can go around
5 with kim. They can run around with his growd. They can do the things that

appear christian. And yet, they are not really believing in Him. That was

{ true in the case of our Lord. And the example is right in front of us.

e —————

This is a dlfflcult and hard statement. And‘fhey Qé}é greatly perplexed.
Now, what was théﬁreal issue? What was the difficult statement? )

The answer is found down in Vs 65. Notice what it says. "Bor this

reason I have said to you, that no one can come to me, unles%it has been
?éﬁﬁigﬁihim from the Father."

Now, Jesus is explaininga what he had said on a previous occasion
concerningfwhy some folks did not believe on him. And he emphases his
previous teaching by‘&M%WmFor this reason I have said to ¢you thaﬁno one can
come to me, unless it has been granted him from the Father." |

That was the difficult satatement. You know, that is always difficult
for people? It is dlfflcult when they learn that there is nothing they can
do indorder to come to God. It is impossible for a person to g:;&ag himself

to God., The Bible teaches that God is going to bring you to himself. q..
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" And that is ‘a part ofs{the wonderful grace of God. That go@ inspite

of the way we are and what we do, God in love is drawing us to Himself.

And Jesus simplely said: "That all the Father gives to me will come to me.

And that no man can come to the Father uniess the Father is§ going to draw

him.“éﬂﬁhis was very hard with certain disciples. And maybe it is hard for

you. Ry T certainly believe

that you ought to be good and try to do what God wants you d&o do. I thing

that there are certain things &hat are commendable in @Alife. WE G
rguinibissehaitnadipd®R . Sut non of that is important in terms of drawing
you to vod. God is going to draw you to himself. It is not our good deeds.
It is ngt our self-rightousness, that saves us. And it may be seem hard

to you. Difficult to sunderstand why Jesus said that. But, I urge you to
looktéﬁ%; the power of God and not unto the power of self. It is God's power.
And the issue is so severe in terms of man's nature that it takes God's
Dower. Because”ﬁ%%”are not just sick,’ggi are not just needing help, the
Bible says that men are dead. They are deader&than a door-nail, spiritually.

And it takes God's nower to resurrect them and to brlng them to new life.
i e st

i

P The Bible also give us in Vs 61 another testlmony to the diety of Christ.
4

e R A N T

The Gospel of John, remember, is proving the deity of Christ. John is
showing that Christ is more than mere man. That He was God incarnate in
human flesh. And he says this in Vs 61: "BUT JESUS, CONSCIOUS THAT HIS

disciples grumbled at this, siad to them."

ﬂ You see, Jesus knew what was in the minds of people. And being
cgnscious of this, again emphasizing His all knowing power. He had this
khowledge of what people were thinking.

The Quéétlonmvf Jesus in Vs 61 emphases, again, their perplexity, when
he ask: "Does this cause you to stumble?" Does this cause you to stumble
when I said that no one can come unto the Father, except the Father draw him?"

Is this a stumbllng block to you?_

o =
I was takking to a person the other day who was a lving example of

this story. As he was telling me: "There is one thing that I will never

believe. That God can save you without you doing anything about it."
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' . He éaid, "that is one thing I will not believe." I ask, "what will it
take for you to believe that God %ﬂ%ﬁ everything?"...
“Oh, nothing? he said, "@I realize that God knows everything."
I said, "Well, could you believe that He knew about jyou before the
foundation of the world." eOh, he sayjyd, I suppose that is a possibility."
And I said, "Do you believe that God knew you were going to be saved?"
He said, "I am not sure.".....
I said, "Do you believe that God could have a plan that would bring you
to himself without you doing anything?".....He said, "Oh, it is possible. But
he wagig‘ég that."”
I sa¥d, "QEX"...........He said, "That means I would do nothing."
RUGHT.....RIGHT ON....Hay, that is what it is all about...PRAISE THE LORD.
Friends, does this offend you? Is this a stumbling block to you?
You see, it does go right arcoss the grain of the old sin nature. That is
what it does. And it causes a person to say, "Hay, it takes God's power to

“} < vl
save me. And I hawe nothing to do with this." ?”ﬂiﬁﬁqML [gsuve

BUNNDRS e et

' Even the faith that we have to believe, Jesus taught us over and over

'agaln. that it isn't in and of ourselves. th,the very faith to believe in

God is a gift from God, himself. God is bringing you to himself. He loves
you so much that he knows that if he left anything up to you, you would blow
1t. God is bringing you to himself. Don't jstuhble over this.

Many"DeOple make this an issue as to why‘they will not come to Christ.
Listen, you come to christ thinking you did it, but you come to Him. And
know that He did it. I don't care how you come to Christ. I don't care
what you think of it. But, listen, you come to Jesus. And you will discover;
that the more you learn about the scriptures that God has been leading you

all the time. He has been working in your life and drawing you unto himself.

| So, they were perplexied. And maybe you are too.

e cbwff'-ﬂé”
_zib Secondly, I would like you to notlceraccordlng to Vs 6?’the problem
that they might have, AND YOU MIGHT HAVE, if vou can't see this problen.

That is this hard statement that on@one can come to the Father unless the

Father calls hinm.
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Jesus jllustrated that by saying this: "What then if you should behold tt
Son of Man ascending where He was befere?"

Now, from the stand point of time, we can look back at this and know
that Jesus ascended. But remember that from the stand point of their time,
they !have not seen the ascendtion.

The point of Jesus for them is also a point for us in terms of believing
anything that God is able to do. He said, "you think this.is hard. For
God to bring someone to me by his own powe;;and that iAdividual had nothing
to do with it." WHAT THEN IF YOU SHOULD BEHOLD THE SON OF MAN ASCENCING

WHERE HE WAS BEFORE?"

B i

//V:Now, here again, we have another statement as to the person and character
rof christ. Because the little word "before" in Greek is very strong. It
means "at the first".......That is first t®fore he is here, he was yp there."

Now, some people say, "Well, Jesus was born and I understand that." "But
I don't understand how he existed before he was born."

That is the whole point as to who Jesus is. Jesus is not mere man. He
was not merely born of human parants. He was in the wome of a human mother.
But he was supernatural conceived by the Holy Spirit of God. There was no
human father in the birth of Jesus. Ped 15 1L'Ujlvék Lo Stin.)

And Jesus existed before he was born as a baby. And here is another
statement by Jesus of that truth. Can you see something of their reaction?
You mean to tell me you existed before you were born?.....

Yes.....As a matter of fact Jesus isn't don't with these men yet. If
you think they are having a problem, now, listen, all the way up to the cross
these men heard things they never dreamed they would hear. And at the
moment of the cross when guu think that all the disciples in love would
stand by Jesus. No, they all ran away. The Bible says that they all
farsook him. They didn't want anything to do with him. He said things
continuely that upset them.

I ASK YOU AGAIN. DO YOU REALLY KNOW WHO JESUS IS?.....The identity

{: of khe bread of life is the whole issue. Just as the Jews in the wilderness

\

\x%ggka¢ at that manna and were fed, so we to must look jto Jesus who is
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-'f thé bread of 1life. And people are still saying about Jessus, Who is he?
5 We fail to understand his identity. And here is another statement. He said

. to his disciples if that was hard for you, WHAT THEN IF YOU SHOULD BEHOLD THE
L
ﬁ\SON OF MAN ASCENDING WHERE HE WAS BEFORE? I was in heaven befdre I was born.
I found this exciting in light of Acts 1. Would you turn over to Acts

\\ cahanter 1. This account of the ascention is wonderful in light of John 6.

¥
o
\J

i
\ Because in Asts chapter 1, remember that Jesus has been on the earth for

40 days follwoing his resurrection. And according to Vs 3 He has shown
himself, alive, by many convincing proofs.

Now, you would think that all of that was enough® to convince them.

But they were not remembering a statement in John 6 because in Vs 6 it says
gthat when they came together they said, "Lord is it at #his time you are
restoring the kingdom to Israel?"

They were not thinking of him ascending, at all, into heaven. Oh, no...
Let's set up the kingdom. We have everything going for us. You died and
arose again from the dead. That is terrific. Let's set up the kingdom.

Jesus ¢f course told them that there was going to be an intervening

veraiod of time. Tkey would receive power, accordiang to Vs 8, when the
Holy Spirit came upon them. And they would be witnesses to the whole world.

VS 9’ pleaseoo.o-.(READ, VS 9-11)

Is this a hard saying?....Jesus came domwm. He said to them, "What if you
see me go up?" And now they are saying that this same one that ascended into
heaven is going to come back.

And the thing that stricks me is that I wonder, and this is just opinion,
but I wonder as they were watching Jesus ascend into heaven if the tnuth of
John 6 didn't cross their minds. You know, what if I ascended into heaven
where I was befidre. And I wonder a@f on th#&t occasion as he was ascending
if they didn't think of John 6.

} Because if you think they were strightened out, listen, on the day of
‘ Pentecost there was a miraclious change in those men. But in those intervening
| days those men were trying to get their confidence in the one who they had

“walked with and lived with for three years...
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The one they had forsaken. And the one who had appeared to them and tryed
to show them in many ways that he was really alive, that he was really all
Jthat he claimed to be. And here he is ascending into heaven and still there

is that doubt and that question.

\\ The angels said, "Why are you standing here looking. He is going to come

x iback. Didn't he say so?" He siad on the night before he went to the cross,
"I will come again and rexeive you unto myself that where I am there you may

be also." But there was still a question in their minds.

Thank God for the presence of the Holy Spirit that gave them that

Vs 63 the power of phis words. Jesus emphases to them that it is the words

that he is speaking that have tremendous power. There are three things here
that I would like you to see.

6 - -

L’ , in Vs 63, notice the work of the Holy'Splrit in regeneration.

Regeneration means to be born again. Notice the work of the Holy Spirit.
It is the spirit that gives 1life says the Bible, He is the one giving life,
Or,“making 1ife" to be quite literal.

Now, here is the point of that verse. The Holy Spirit is not simplely
giving life to you that the Father has the power to Breate. The Bible is
saying by putting two Greek words together, the one "make" and the other
"life", that the Holy Spirit is the qgg“making life? He creates just as
-‘ surely as the Father does, just as surely as the son does. As a
matter of fact, all three substance of the triunity are said to have given
us, or Y made life for us.

Example, look back at chapter 5 verse 21....We read: "For just as the
Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to
whom he - wishes."

Notice, the Father Zives life or makes life. Secondly, the Son or Jesus
gives life. And then third, in John 6:63 the Spirit gives life. All three

persons of the Godhead are working when ‘you become a christian and you are

born again.



-8-
When you receive eternal life it is the result of the Father and the
son and the Holy Spirit. All of them. And it is the Spirit's unique task

to nroduce new 1life in you. He makes life. Supernature life for you.

o
e T e

/”bver in Tltus 3:5 it says, "not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy he saved us. By the washing of regeneration
and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.”

The Holy Spirit is active in my being <y born again, born spiritually.
All three persons of the triunity are not only involved in making life, but
making resurrection possible, which is the full reality of receiming life
and being born again. To be resurrected aftef I die and to live forever,
is the ultimate in having received eternal life. The Bible says in three
places: En Ephesis 1:20 that the Father resurrects. In John 10:18 Jessus
said "that he will resurrect his own life". And in Romans 8:11 It says that
the Holy Spirit will quicken the-mortal bodies of believers. He
will resurrect the bodies of believerss.

Now, notice, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit not only produced the
new birth, they not only give resurrected life, but it is a testimony to John':
whole message that Jesus is, as powerful as, and equal to, the Father and the
Spirit...

Are you staying with the Book? Do you know who Jesus is? John's whole

point is to prove the identity of Jeuss. And Jesus has the same power as

Mﬁx\the Splrlt and as the Father. Andj’so the Holy Spirit is involved in -

regeneratlon.

(2©) The second thing that I want you to notice in Vs 63 is the way of the

flesh. The flesh referring to man's self centered nature. It says "the

d.
G s Jthat‘?

It says "nothing"......Are you gnre 2650

flesh profits_noting."

You see, the hard saying, now listen carefully, put the two together and you”

will see the point of Jesus....The hard saying was, the difficult thing was....
that “od was going to bring people to himself and no man can do it, you see.
You do not have the ability to bring yourself. And here he is saying that

the way God is going to do it is that the Holy Sprit will give you life.
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But)by the way, you can do nothing about it...The flesh profits nothing.
Some people use very touching and emotional appeals trying to persuade people
to come to christ. ©Others will use different m&thods to versuade people.

The way of the flesh profits nothing. It is God who does it.

You know, God can even save a man when everything else isn't right.
You know, soft music, church service and alhl"“' that. He really can.
You know, you could be working out there in the o0il filelds and the Lord
could save jyou. Believe it or not. He could be in the quietness of yonr
own heart. It could happen at home, at work, it can,be anywhere, when God
is ready to work. God will drawal you unto himself?%huuouax'4147@*7?

And if you are right now being effected, I meanf you want to come to
Jesus, you have felt this in your heart, Listen, God is beginning to work on
you, and you can thank him for it. His grace is now ministering to you. And
he is drawing you unto himself. He loves you. Ang-seis—Fra-weonderiul

Is this a hard thing? Well, it is especially when Jesus says the way
of the flesh is nothing. It doesn't proBit a single thing.

LBEb The third thing is that the words are thing that gives life. The

words, according to Jesus, is what gives 1life. He says in Vs 63 "the words
that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life."

Now, at tﬁis Jpoint we need to discuss the significance of this book.
It seems in the last few weeks I have talked with more people about the
inspiration of the Bible. Maybe I need to take out a sermon sometime and
preach about the dorctrine of the inspiration of the Bible.

But I notice something. People have all kindé of views about the power
of this book. Some peovle Pelieve that the only power this book has is to
gnform you about Jesus and then some how God will work....And that isn't true.

Some people believe about inspiration that the Bible is inspired like
Shappearn was inspired to write great ﬁl.l.blays. Or, the King James
language is so wonderful. It inspires me....NO, THAT ISN"T IT EITHER.

The thing that is inspired is that which was written, in the original

languages in the original ¥ utographies.
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As. they were given under the direction of the Holy Spirit to men who wrote
them. What is written is inspirited. ©People say: "The men or authors were
insnired."....NO....They were people just like you and me. They were controle
by the Holy Spirit. They were carried along by the Holy Spirit. But what
was written was inspired.

Somebody says to you. "Are there errors in the Bikle/"....NO.....

Are there contriductions?...NO....Are there lies?.....?F0 YES......Every time
the Devil opens his mouth it is a lie. And when a man is talking you don't
know if he is telling the truth or he is lieing. And when God spekaks 1t is
always the truth. NOW WHAT INSPIRATION ALL ABOUT?

Inspirition is about the fact that'what was said whether it was a lie
or truth was correctly reported and that was it.. You can count on it. There
is not doubt jabout it. When we talk about the word being the truth we are
talking about the accuracy the authenticity of this written volume now in our
hands. It is the words of scripture that ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁdﬁ inspired. 1In fact, when
2 Timothy 3:16 says "all scripture is inspired of God." The word scripture
is simple from the Grekk meaning "writing." We get our Bnglish word "graphic
arts" "the writting arts" from this greek word. It is that which was written
that is inspired. That is why the Bible says that no man has any right to
private interpretation of the scriptures....the writtings.

It is not talking about the interpretive understanding or how we apply
the word. It is talking about: I don't have any right to read into or take
out except that which is there. Iy probelem is understanding that which is
there. The same thing is ’found in Revelation 22: No man can add to or take
away from the words of the proohecy of this book. That which was written.

Now, let me go a step further. It is my personal conviction that that
which was written, the Bible, has power in itself to accomplish God's work
without my intervention. I believe those words are just what Jesus said:
SPIRIT AND LIFE. And I believe that any person who will place their FAZZ
faith in the Words of the scripture witll experience the@w results in his

tife. Because the word has power in and jof itself.
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Hebrews 4:12 says "The ord of God is living and active and sharper than
any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit,
and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

This is not like any book on your desk. ?WQZ&K This is the Word of God.
Not that it becomes the Word of God. Not that it icontains the word of vod.
Itrigrthe.word of God. '

i -Andb;;;t the devil would ldve for each one of us to do is to start
engoring this Book. If you are not a believer, the devil dosen't want you to
read this book. He dosen't want you to hear the message.

And if you are a believer the devil doesn't want you to read it either.
Because it has power in and of itself to transform your life. ZIven when you
don't want to be transformed. And I know what I am talking about. Many times
when I want to go my own way, it is the dsicipline of staying in the Book that
brings conviction to my life. This book will trnasform your flife. It will
renew your mind. It will judge the thoughts and motives of your heart.

So, I know what we do as christians. It is real easy. We engore the
book. We put it on the shelf., We don't bring it to church with us.

We say, "Oh, yes, we love the Bible." But we never read it. That is
'what we do. Because this Book brings conviction. It speaks to your heart.

It convicts you of sin.. All the sins in your life.

Let's be honest, people. It is the book that has power. And don't try
to run you life apart from this book. The Words are apirit and they have life.

James 1:18 says that the Father causes the new birth through the written
fWord ofﬁ?gﬂ,

En I Peter 1:23 it says we are born again by the word of God. In
2 Peter 1:4 it says that we are made partakers of the divine nature by the

precious and magnificent promises which are in His Word They jhave power

and they have life. You see, the point of this whole discussion in John 6

is: that the vpeople were not believing the Word that Jesus was speaking.

That is the whole issue here tod also.... .Back to John lease.
j(W of
Auscpls

Aj% In V X o
erse 64 and 65, the thlng I want you to notice”is that Jesus

mentions the presence of unbelief....
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a difficutl saying. (Vs 64 says: $Read Vs 64)

]

J Before Judas ever had one thought fio betry Jeus, Jesus knew he would.
'He knows all things.

What about uggeligf?.....l would like you to notice that the issue here
is not that f;e; wouldnot come to him, it is that they are not able to come
to him. Vs 65 says "for this reason I have said to you, that no one can come
tof me.".....The Greek is that no man has the power to do it. No man is able
at all. He doesn't have the power to come. It is not even a question of

whether or nét he wants to. He is not able to come.

And they weee stumbling over that...WHY?...Unbelief...Not believing his

words. If they had believed his words, what }would have happened?....

They would have come to him. That is the point of the power of the word,
Romans 10:17 says that Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God:

I can tell you how you can come to Jesus Christ. I don't care if you
want to or you don't. I can tell you how you can come to Christ. ELIEVE
THE WORD OF GOD...That is how you can come to Christ....I can guarantee it.
You believe that this is the tdruth and you will come to Christ.

Jesus said, He who wills to do my will, will know of the dortrine WHZHKE
whether I speak of myself or of God.

A lot of people just don't want to hear the truth. You want to read the

truth, believe the truth, you are going to come to God.

R e O B 2
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Peter. God bless Peter. Don't you gust apprecition him?

- 13-

Lﬁﬂ» Then, finally, in verses 66-71 I want you to notice the confession of
oo

Now that was some ¥fense situation. I hope I have created that ¥ensfon
for you. It was really tenses. It was a difficult saying. ﬁiﬁ don't treat
that lightly. And Vs 66 realyy tells you why. "As a result of this many
of His disciplees withdrews, and were not walking with Him any more."

Called disciples...Yes...Ran around with Jesus...YES,..Followed Him..Yes.
But that was it. That was the straw that broke the camels back. And they
would not walk with him anymore.

. The text is literally saying that they departad into the back. Hﬂﬂ:

what does thg}gmgggn? I translated it literally so that you would get the

point. It means that they returned to their former condition. That is what
peoole usually do. You know, "Well, I will try Jesus for awhile."

They will run around and do a few things that he says and does and try
to act like a christian, then a little bit of adversity comes ./along,
ep some problems, and they walk with him mo more. They go back to their

former condition because basical they never left.

" Remainds me of the parabel of the sower. Jesus said-that 2 sower went
forth to sow seed. And there was all kinds of soil. There was wayside #gE/f
soil. Hard rock with a little dirt over it. And you don't know the rock
is there. The seed is dropped there. What happens. The birds see it because
there is so soil to cover it. And the birds come and carry it away. And
it never takes root.

And then there is the seed that dropps on stony ground. And there is
a little bit of soil. And the seed #FF does take root. But there is no
dept and the plants soon dry and die. And Jesus said that that is the kind

of person that when the winds of persecution come up and the sun of trails

and tribulation come awound it falls away. Even though it receives the word

with much joy at the first.
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And then there is the seed that fall among the thrones. And the seed
£YPhd grows. But the thrones choke the new plants and they become unfruitful.
Choke it by the cares of this world. The goncern for the here and nowm
instead of eternity. And the deceitfulnegs of riches/ Wanting‘things...
That that is a Qbig goal in your life to J%%ie a whole bunch of things. And
that chokes the word and it doesn't bear F#¥d fruit.

But, the good ground does bear bruit. And Jesus said that that seed

X/ that the sower was sowing was the Word of God. And the issue according to
Luke 8 was that men might YA€ be saved.

So, sometimes there are people who try to follow Jesus, they are like
the plant that springs up but there is no depth. You are going around with
it, but you are not real. And one day we discovery that you are not. IMany
of his disciples went to the back, to their former condition and didnot walk
anymore with Jesus.

N Then Jesus ask one of the most piercing questions in the Bible. And if
he were here he would ask it o® all of us right now. "Jesus said therefore
to the twelve, WILL YOU ALSO GOF AWAY?....... i

Are you just here for the ride? Are you just enjoing a few facts from
the Bible? Feeling that you must go f§o church on Sunday? Feeling that that
is the right thing to do.

I wonder if perseuction would come to this church, how many would leave.

Only God knows. IWill you also go¥ away, says Jesus? Will you akso go away

when you hit some difficutl thing that you don't understand? Some problem
that you and you don't konwon how to handle it.

Will, I am sure glad for Simon Peter. But like many of us he responded
without knowing the full wight of it. Simon is the same one who denied Jesus.
But Simon pops up and thank God for him and says, "Lord, to whom shall we ga&?
You have words of eternal life." Oh, that is so wonderful...

5;; kﬁow, I don't ﬂﬁw know where the rest of you guys are going, but I

ﬂﬁjdon't have anywhere else to go. When all else fails we might as well stay

with you. We don't have anywhere else to go(Ha)...
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“Oh, friends, don't read any great theological meaning in that. I believe
Peter must have sensed some frustaration and doubt as he watched those other
disciples leave. He didn't understand either. Listen, the Bible is going
to go on to tell you more. These 12 who ran around with Christ and were
close to him, they didn't understand him either. And I am sure that Peter

watch all these disciples leave wander himeelf about this hard saying.

Will you also gof away?....l don't know where we are going to go? You
have the words of eternal life. I LIKE THAT...

In the hour of doubt and confusion, I thank God for his Word. I have
heard the word. And that stablizes me in that moment.

You have the words of eternal 1life. Notice three things in these verses,

Llf5 Humber one, the reaction of » many disciples. I have already mersssen

mentioned this. They just wanted to get out ¢f there. They didn't want any
more to do with him.

I think that happens tof all of those who don't want to accept the fact
that Jesus is God. 1In time you will leave.

(2 ) Secondly, the response of Peter. Vs 69 "And we have believed and have &

come to know that you are the Holy One, the messiah, of God."

You see, Peter had learned this much. He said that we have come to
believe this, and we have come to know this fact. That you are the HMessiah,
the Holy One of God.

Then the question is: why in the world did Peter denie Him, and why in
the world did these men turn their backs on him later on? Because sf{YY/
all that we have seen and heard is the credentials for messiahship. But
there were two things that remainded uncertain to those men.

Number one, was the issue of the death of Jesus. They in no way wanted

the Messiah to die. That still is a problem with people today, who want to
believe in a coming Messiah, but they are not suee that that Messiah died in
history. The 0.T. did predict it in many,many passages. It predicted that
the ilessiah would die. He would suffer and die. Buft that they were not sure

of...
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And the second thing that they were not sure of was his identity.

Over and over again they were faced with the fact that the eternal God who
made them was the one who was talking with them in a human body. And§that
caused them much anxiety just like it causes fpeOple today. To believe that
Jesus of Nazerenth, the one who lived here on earth, was the God who Z£Z£F
created the world. The Bible says in John 1:3 that all things were made by

him. And without him not anythigg was made that was made by Jeus.

(3 ) And thg&third thing is the revelation of a trader. Jesus said in
Vs 70 "Did I myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?'
He spoke of Judas the fjone who would betray him.

When it says that he choose them, that is a remainder that he selected
them. Many people say that isn't it sad that one of those who decided to
follow Jesus turned out to be a trayder.

Oh, no...Jesus selected a trader in the beginning. The word choose
means just what it jsays. I choose you for myself. And one of you is a
devil., I am telling you that right now. It was part of his plan.

You say, you must be kidding. Oh..no...As a matter of fact the Bible
teaches this. In John 13...in John 17....It is a quote from Psalms 41. It
is a fulfilmentof prophecy. fﬂﬁﬂv And Jesus said that the reason he is going
to betray me iszbecause Jit is a fulfiillmentof scripture. The 0.T. predicted
that the one who eats with me is going to betray me.

You say, Boy, why did Jesus select one who was going to be a devil? But
you know it is kind of funny to me, %ﬂ%y;gally all of them were devils....
They really were. Just like you and me. Non of them could claim...Hay, I
deserve to be a follower of Christ......

- He jdidn't choose them because they had personal worth or because they
were outstanding leaders. Many of them had little or nos education. They
were a funny gjroup. In fact one of them was a Zelot, Simon, he wanted to
kill everybody....You know, what a group....I believe we get the wrong idea.
These were men like you gnd I. And Jesus called them# from every walk of

life....He téok a Roman taxz collector. I man who was so corrupt that he was

cheting his fellowZMf Jews. He took those men.
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His point > is: Listen, I am in total control of this entire group.
8nd I just want you to know it. One of gyou is a devil. And I know all about
it. And he is going to betray me.

And Peter is the one that brought up such a tremendous testimony. And
it tarn out that Peter who never wanted to be th&t one who betray him, but
are we to say that because Judas betrayed him that he is wrose than ™eter who

. L3 ? '] >
denied him? nppe jgsue again is one of.dod's grace. The Bible says that

Judas was fulfilling scripture. And the question is w@zz:...Why did God have
one man in that group of 12, turn out to be a trader?

Well, Judas himself said in Matthew 22:4 "I have betrayed incouenct
blmod:\ He had the opportunity to view first hand the moral perfection of

Christ. He saw everything about Jesus. He knew who he was. And he said so

at the last moments of his 1life. He knew what he had done. And for all time
it teaches us that no matter how much a person knows about Jesus christ, he
can be a hypocrite through and thrcagh.

It is fnossible for you to hear everything that I am saying Jjust as

Judas did. It is possible like on the night before Jesus went to the gross,
(i @j kﬁi "/fﬁ;r P - ¥ = ] -~ arﬁ_,\ffy
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to pass the food to Judas(m and Wln love
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opportunityx' And yet Judas left that meeting still determined to betray

y= another

him. It is possible to hear everything about Jesus and not love him.
And maybe you are one who knows a lot about Jesus. And yet you haven't

fallen down upon your knees at the feet of Christ and cry out: "iY LORD AND

WX GO v o s you have now come to know that he is the saviour and the onlty

one who can save you. That He is the God who made us.
Jesus....Jesus....Jeus....there is something about that name.....He is

the one who can save you, my frined. He is the only one. Because he is the

eternal uod. AL 9 baacd %£24%§44@%&w4%@%/* :??ﬁ@i ;2552. »f¢1(?4ﬁ

Let's close in prayer i/ﬁftj (,C)r~:yf-



