Serles: Hebrews

Title: The Faith of Enoch
Text: Hebrews 11:5-6

Take vyou Bibles, please, and turn to the book of Hebrews. Hebrews
chapter 11. For the past few weeks we have been studying about the issue of
faith. In verses 1-3 we find a short explanation of faith. Faith is not being
defined, here. But, faith is being explained as to how it works and operates.
In fact, this Whole“chapter is telling us what will happen in a person's life
if he really has faith.

HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT A PERSON HAS FAITH?...... Answer:....He will do
something to deminstrate that faith. And that is what we are looking at in
all of these examples of faith that we find here in chapter 11,

Last week we looked a%&b Abel and why his sacrific was better than Cain
proving that he was a man of faith. He did what God required, in other words.

Tonight, we want to come to Hebrews chapter 11 and verses 5 and 6. And
the example of Enoch.

Read Hebrews 11:5-6

Prazer

THE EXAMPLE OF ENOCH. What did Enoch do which proved he was a man
of faith? The thing that he did is kind of interesting. The text
doesn't really give us a specific, except that he walked with God. And that
he pleased God. That he had this testimony. And as a result God acturally
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took him to heaven.” Now, let me try and explain this passage to you.

Bible says that Enoch was '"taken up" or "Translated." “So, that he should not

(1E) First of all, let's understand his translation.

see death."

The words '"taken up'" means that he was literally removed from one place
to another. It means to be moved or transfered to another location.

So, Enoch was transfered from the location of the earth to the location

of heaven



I would like you to see the circumstance relating to this transfer.
dould you toun to the Book of Genesis chapter 5. Take vour Bibles and turn
to Qenesis chapter 5 {In listing the geneologies of ﬁhese earily men from
Adam onward, we come down to Vs 21 and learn about Enoch who was a son of
Jared. Jared the sccond oldest man that had ever lived., He was 962 years
old. And Enoch's son;Methuselahﬁwas the oldest man who had ever lived. He

“

#ﬁ'v lived 969 yearsas

In Vs 21 it says: "And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father

of Methuselah, ————— Read Vs 22=2L

Now it says that Enoch walked with God, and he was not’for God took hinme
://!fE;fﬁebrews 11:5 it says that Enoch pleased God. It doesn't usedthe
{ words "walked with God"™. So, one might ask: is there an nmeaning in the
CﬂJ\\different terms?
o ’kn theré is not difference. @or to please God is to Walk with God.
Now%mé;'%ebrews ll?in these examples of Faith, they show us that each man
did something that proved he had faith. But, God eventually takes Enoch
home by simplely saying that he has been walking with God, he has a life
that is pleasing to him, and the question in my mind is: IN WHLT SENSE DOES
ENOCH TEACH YOU AND i THAT HE HEALLY HAD FAITH?
You might say: "Well, because he walked wit H God his whole 1life,"
But, how do I know he did?
All the other examples hefe in Hebrews 11, did something. Vhat about

Enoch? [ F Ab MHe swmrz p&mml!szzJa ﬂﬁﬂM.Wjﬁggii

Phﬁgl would like to sug rest Lo you that the Bible teaches that Fnoc@\

did do bowethlng that Droveb he ~did have faith in the Lords .{v-f"'ﬂ
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-&wrthe thing that he did was that he had a son whom he named Methuselahe
You say: "BIG DEAL"...A lct of people have sons..So what does that prove?

The word "Methuselah" is an indication of Enoch's faith in what God had

W

tolld him was going to happen in the world....—T;ukj éi& A4ﬂ°9’yf'v?'4ﬁ '




How do I know that?...%hd word "Methuselah" im Hebrew is two words

combined. One..Meaning "when he dies." And the other meaning "it shall come

So, if you put the wordg together, Methuselah's name means "When he déai
it shall come,"

It is very fasinating to me that the year lMethuselah died is the same
year that the Genesis flood occured,.

Now, you say:(Hay, wait aminute, 52212;5 it doesn't say that Enoch had
all that information. How do yvou know that he knew that God told him that
there was going to be a judgment on the wWorldeeceeeHOW DO I KNOW?4euso
THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO....

Turn to the Book of Jude....The book of Jyde... Jude comes right before

that Great boek "hHevelation,®™ The last boock of the N.T,
Jude..look down at Vs }ij...Egoch,2>e believe had revelation cormunicated
to him by God that he then in turn acted wupon it and proved that he had Tait
: , /

PP

Vs 1l4: "And about theses"....Now, what are the "these3W.....The these™

are referring to the whole ovening sectdon, Vs 1-13 that is dealing with
false teachers, who, according to Vs h,qgéggbin unnotice#gnd were ungodly :

persons who turned the gruce of God into segual immority and they deny the

only laster and Lord, Jesus Christ,

Now, Vs lh...gﬁead 14-16)
e
Boy, that is quite a statenente
\ﬁJ&lﬂ N ETE 1 T 1+ 1
', when you and I read Vs 1lh4: "behold, the Lord came with many thousands
of His holy ones," we right away advance our minds into the return of Christ
and we say: "Enoch was preaching the second coming of Christe"
PR . | (1) :
But that is not right. Because, and pleuse noticée the word "Came" is
in the past tense. It has already havpenede...
- L : . PR ¥ Lot R
Well, when did tihe Lord come in the past with thoursands of his é&rﬁés
and excuet Judgment?e...
‘ L]
. : u o, s . . .
How, first of all the word "holy Ones" or saints as it is often

translated can refer to angels or to nens 1 ——
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It is not "believers" copming in t he future, but angles who excecuted
Bargscre G- faui }.{;‘ i R E o
the judgment of God. )
Examples: Sodom and Goworrah, which is mentioned here in Jude. Another

351le: the flood...

Le¢, What Enoch is saying is that God gave him revelation that he was going
to judge the worldg .« 4And he knew that the Lord was going to cone
with thousands of his angles, and would excute gudgment on the world..

The Bible says &0 If vou belisve it refers to men, there is no other

Gl . . . - ) = - 1 Ty - 1L
passage which t eaches that believers arc zoing to excute judgment in the
world when the Lord comes. (e certainly will come with Jesuse But it is

angels who excute the judgment.

o ne )
ﬁo, Enoch preached that the Lord (gae’ with ten thousand of his holy onese
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From the point of Jude, it is looked at as a past event. It has already

occured. 4nd he is referring to the Flood...
gf/ ¥

And so, waen Enoch heard this information , he nared his METHSUSELAH. .
"When he dies,it will come." S0, the very naming of lMethuselah is an
evidence that EZnoch believed God and what God told him,

Then the pasdtern of his life from age 05 until age 365, for 300 years
Enoch had this testinony"That he constantly pleased God. And, therefore,
God translated him and took hiri tc heaven,

Now, back to Hebrews 11 . “ . Enoch is an example of one who had faith.
Secause he had recelved revelation, in the sane way“ﬂhd Hoah received it in
the next verse., Excitely the way Abel received it in Vs L. They received
direct revelation from God before any scrinure was ever written

R
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And they were responsivily, then, to demdnstrate that they truely believed
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what God had said. WM%J e e [l (o peerleite ity lgcwed 6V. Maved Fre

pEAt Aty ) {80

The sarme way, my friends, when we have the Bible which is God written
42 J

revelation to us, we ase ask to do somethinz about vhat we say we believe,
J"“{"—/"? Q’/‘f - r]
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In other words,
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“noch acted and he named his son and proved that he believed vod's

gvelation about the coming judgment which happened in the time of Noah.

(,2 E\ Now, secondly, let's look at 6&mﬁtﬁ%&teS'l:imony which is simnly exnlaned at

the end of Vs 5: "he was nleasing to God."....How was he pleasing to Gogd?

Vs 6 tells us how. "without faith it is impossible to nlease him, for he who
et A
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who

; A £, a
seek him." (@ Cb*ﬁ@é§¢}7 ﬁawﬁyw‘ﬁuwﬂ

First of-all there is a basic requirement, here, for everyone of us.
Q

Without faith it is impossible to please God?ffbaNygam;géfiﬁwﬁéligVé“fhét?

You know, most of us are trying'tsﬁérove the exact opposite. Most of
us are trying to prove by our works and the things we do, by our proformance,
our practice, that some how that pleases God. 3But, that which really nleases
God is the outworking of FAITH.

}r If you are doing things inorder to find favor and to be pleasing to “od, |
the Bible says that is totally imnossible.

You must believe. You cannot work your way into God's vleasure. And
anart frém onerating our lives on Faith there is no way that anyone of us

can nlease God.

\“f\uwﬁwﬁy the way,” the little word "imnossible" literally means "no nower.

Or, "no ability to do it". You and I have no ability, no matter how hard we
try, no matser how many good things we say we have done in our life, we
have no ability whatsoever to please a Holy God. /

e need faith in what God does in our lives. Not confidence in what |

we do. Jlthout or anmart from faith, it is impossible to please iod.

..........
'''''

That goes For ‘bélievers, also. “Because you see, I believe Hébrews 11

o

is written pnrimarily to believers. It is 1nstructlon tous.
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S50, in living the Christian llPP,wy%W£t remember that it is not by ‘
the little things Q&Ho, that Qnﬁ%yaccentable to Yod. The things\fygb are

, ) je.
the results of what vﬁsay w%elieve. If \E)ﬁ'say \I) beleive in the Power of God

to accomnlish all things, then\W will act unon that belief. It ig faith

and confidence in (od that makes #d pleasing to the Lord in whatkgﬁkh..‘




So often I find that we are tested in this matter of Faithe. Do we really

believe God.. Do we have faith and confidence in what God can do?/0r, #@e we:

rodl up our sheves and do it and then say Lord, you ought to be pleased with

what I have done.

(¥ Or, is what we are doing the product of saying, I believe God is going to

do this...Therefore, I responsd to what he tells me in his Word, and do it,

Not because I belieing doing is making me pleasing to God, but because I

believe thaﬂwhat God says is correct and right and ture. I already accept
it as being the authority and revelation of God.

o This is a very iuportant principle.

Yoﬁ“know, I find a lot of people are doing things that we thing we
j’o ght to be doing, but they don't have faith in God that it is the right
hing to doe..They do it, inorder to please someone else, or so thut people
villn't think bad of them, or to have a good repptation, instead of just
elieving that it is God's 4yjMfiorD. ...

fso WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEACE GOD......

@F»Now, there are two reasons given for this in Vs 6

¢ 3 @

(#,) Number one is, "he who _comes to uod must beuleve that he 1s ."

The first reason that QéLglveéﬁﬁb about this pnrinciple without Iaith it is
impossible to please him is because the very reality of God's existence
is known only by faithe

The very reality of God's existence is known @nly by faithe You and I

if we are to please God, we must begin by believe that God really exista

I heard a little statement that really stuck in my mind...If you really
believe that God exist, how much are you studying the fagt of his existence?
It #@ a challenge to people who say that believe God exist, but do not
give any time to the study of the VWord of God,
1T waé a challenge to me,...How much time do I spend learinging about the

God I say I believe in. HE WHO COMES TO GOD MUST BELIEVE THAT HE IS...
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You see, all of our faith really is just alot of talk, unless behind it
is the eternal God that we know exist. Faith has the object of God, himself,
That is why when I come to the Word of God and apply it, I nust believe that
it is God's Word...HIS WORD...HE IS BEHIND IT. HIS VERY EXISTINCE...

And therefore, his word is powerful. It is sharper than any two edged
sword. It is right and I am wrong . And I must line my life and attitudes
and motives up with the principles of God's Word.s...And the Bible is God's

\VWord to me...... This is very important,

(RG) a&n& the second reason he gives for this in Vs 6 is because the

iy e
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at the end
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resoonse from God to us is based unon Faith. Notice, he says

of Verse 6: e is a rewarder of thbse wio seek Him," Literal¥y those who
are constantly seeking him out....They are looking for God, his plan and his
purpose and seeking God's will, end what he realiy wants in their lives.,

And the Bible says that God will reward that attitudes fﬁow, the word
0v**"reward" nieans "to get wages back." o

God is going to return to ybow the results of faithe And not only will he
return to you in heuven, but also, right here in this -y life,

Now, a lot of believers feel thet if you walk by faith you will get your

(e S
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reward in heaven, but you get nothing here...OH, NO, zkwffé g & A

)

Please look back to chopter 10:35..the same 1ord "eolmiil wdine s Jaackl!
is translated, here, in 10:35...It says "do not throw away vour confidence
wheich has a great regard."

The point is that my confidence and trust in God can sustain me through
vefy difficult trials and heartach, which the content deals with, and I am
not, therefore, to get ', rid of my confidence, because God will reward ne
now,....Thatkhe confidence that I have npuy, the natlence that I have now..
in the midst of trails will be a reward to ne, personallye

The reward that God gives back to us is in this life, It is the product
: o F)
of faithe.. M.J) gﬁ’a;ﬁx-ﬁv\»u — ca&éﬁ‘{ St~ Thrn ‘z/ ﬁz Anpi]

"~ what is this all trying to say...?..4@£%Z2§%£2ﬁgfé%%g§%7:
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Will you turn to Hebrews chapter 12, for just a moment. Chapter 12
verse 1 says "Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses
surrounding us.' That is not unbelievers watching us. That is the witnesses

of Chapter 11....Abel...Enoch...Noah...all of them.
(Read 12:1-2)

Then we have a long discourse in Hebrews 12 of how God
believer. He brings disciplin into our lives.
Back to chapter 1l. Knowing all of this....what 4 the Bibleu%rying to

sayﬁEhat beleivers should walk by fait? and without(@&ﬁ%&t is impossible to
‘;c,f\(\ﬂ:ﬂa/f LF‘
please God, and if you continuely seek God He will reward you? WHAT IS THE

REWARD THAT WE WILL GET?

ANSWER: The ability to see God's purpose in my life through the
T ————
various pressures ané,sufferings and testings that w%ij}at some point come to
iy brews e Al —Na
me in my life..... Haw = (34 Q”"*"‘QUML b aals Qip -
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\Epd_rewards me. And all those who bore witness in the 0.T. are giving

a testimony to me, that God will reward the person who continues to believe
in God's purpose and plan. And that, dear friends, is in the midst of
suffering and testings. 1In the midst of all that is going on, God will reward
you. He will build your life. He will use you in a way that He cannot
possible use without stepping out on faith. Eb =P Dupen

So, we need to understand all of this in its content. The purpose of
these examples of faith is to teach you and me to believe God even in the midst
of suffering and circumstances that seem to be going the ¢ wrong way.

god tells us that there is tremendous rewards for those who continue

to believe Him and to seek Him out.

S8hall we close in Prayer




