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Title: The Problem of Willful Sin
Text: Hebrews 10:26-31
Take your Bibles, please, and turn to Hebrews chapter 10. There are notes
in your bulletin; and I would encourage you to use them as we study together.
Hebrews is a book written to Jewish believers, primarly. Yet, the message is
universal. It is for all believers. Especially for those who seek to develop
their spiritual lives in the likeness of Jesus Christ.
% y Iﬁ“HebrewS %papter 10 starting with Vs 26 we have the third great warning
* - ke Lt
J'passageyf We have looked at two of them. And this is the third one. These
warning vnassages cause some difficulty to believers as to what they mean and
what they are teaching....So. follow along closely as we study thb passage.
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Hebrws, chapter 10 beginning at verse 26... cm The SuhgeTor o WL Cins

-(Read Hebrews 10:26-31)

Prayer

‘ ) £)
Ciﬁ:) As we look at the problem of willful sin, first of alf: what is meant by

the term "WILLFUL SIN"? 'S F ot e ﬂéﬁ”? cbst 1

In Vs _26, nlease notice the little word "FOR"....Thie word "for" is

connecting this nassage with the context of chapter 10. It is a very serious

&gi(mlstake to read these verses anart from what Dreceeds it. What preceeds these

verses deals w1th the death of Jesus Christ for our sins. Jesus is the only
vayment for anyone's sins. And all of our sins have been paid for by Jesus
/ Christ. And then Paul says:'jE?, IF‘JE G0 ON SINNING WILLFULLY."..

50, on the bases of the content, "THE SINNING WILFULLY" is a rejection
of ghe complete and final sacrifice of Jesws “hrist for sin. You see, that
is the content of chanter 10. We are ggi talking atmt the little sins that
we all commit. "THE WILLFUL SIN" that is under discussion is "THE RZJECTION

OF Jesus “hrist as the final and complete sacrifice for all of our sins...

Pret . i . . :
Now, vnlease remember tEEFs....It is very important in understanding this

nassage. Grcd Gﬁ%f Drekens wre J&@e o o e J P&&WJL L@pé@
WWWWWM@%I&/éaAmMmﬁ me&i
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LQE\ I, who are the peonle under digcussion?.....Are they believers or are
they-#g?&believers?....What is the relationship of those under discussion to

Jesus christ?....Vs 26 tells us two things about these folks...

(4¥) The first is: that there is a pattern of delibrate sinning in their lives

In_Vs 26, please notice the pattern. "IF W& G0 ON SINNING WILLFULLY"...In

the Greek text, the idea 1is continious sinning. It is a constant pattern of

7
sin. And it womdszrre—be refers to something that was before -

etveson; and
it is now continuing in their lives. A PATTERN OF DELIBRATE %%%?:ﬂﬁﬁﬁywﬁkff
- A #

J
(2F) Secondly, %= is not only ttern of delibrate sining. But, there was

a point that they received & ,, x :;/ he Bible says in Vs 26: "IF WE GO ON

SINNING WILLFULLY AFTER RECTIVING THE KNOWLTEDGE QF THE TRUTH."

—

The little pohrase "AFTER RECEIVING" is in the Aroist tense in Greek. The

Aroist tense always means a point in time. In other words...there was a point
in time when they received the truth.

The word "knowledge" is not referring to a few simple facts about Christ.
The word "knowledge" is the full, compnlete, mature and perfect knowledge. It

is always used of those who have heard and who have understood the Gosvel

-

message.

s e

; The word "received" means " "having understood and taken as part of your

o

life the truth.
”*ﬁw"éé; the text is saying that those under discussion..."THE WE" of this
vassage...are pneople who have a pattern of delibrate sinning in their life;
and have evidenced at some point in their life that they understood the full

knowledge of the truth. Meaning by that: the truth about Christ and his

sacrifice for sin. They have heard the truth; and yet, they continue a patterr
of sin. And that pattern of sin is the rejection of Jesus Christ as the only
sacrifice for their sin.

Therefore, these verse teach the seriousness of God's Jjudgment on people
who having heard the message of salvationf4§till reject the atonement of

Jesus Christ. And it is teaching God's judgement upon them....
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You see, dear friends, you can not go on egnoring God's love for you.
You cannot continue to say "tomorrow I will accent Chzist as my saviour' You
cannot €ontinue to hope that someday 5ecause of your GOOD DEED%,God will over
look your rejection of the atonement. He will not over look it. For he is
a God of holiness and justice. As well as a God of mercy and love. He cannot
over look sin. And God treats it very serious when someone rejects and refuses
His love in Christ Jesus as the only complete and final sacrifice for sin.
Dear friends, it is a very serious matter and that is why I draw your attentior
to this portion of scripture. This is God's Word. This is God's truth.

LQE) Now, if a merson chooses to reject Christ, nttice the consequences of

that rejection in Vs 26 and 27 .

(1¥) Pirst of all, as to the provision of salvation. Vs 26 says: "There no
longer remains a sacrifice for sins."

The first result that God brings to one who rejects the sacrifice of
Jesus for our sins is: "THERT NO LONGEZR REMAINS A SACRIFICE FOR ¥Y0U." In terms
of Zod provision for salvation, in terms of that, if you reject Jesus, there
is no other way to receive God's mercy and 10ve0%44 €ods Aedoh

Friends, that is a pretty powerful statement. It means that if you reject
Christ as your saviour, there is no other way to obtain salvationdti@“”ﬂhﬁé

Now, some people think and teach that there are many roads to heaven. But
that is just not true. Jesus said: "IAM THE WAY"...The only way to receive

the mercy and love of the Father is through the acceptance of Christ and his

death on the cross for the‘remissioﬁ of sin...NO OTHER WAY....

Q;~wm4s- Sesionpeltun @Gt s, 1 find so many who believe that because of
» ?&4&L¢*ﬂ§é&&&n*‘“ ¢4
their works or what they do or thedw-gaod deeds ...that all of this will add
points to their credit and they can earn favor with God and work their way to
heaven. That, my friends, is rejecting the final sacrifice of Cod's son on
the cross. And so many "false' ideas are built on the concept of "WHAT I _DO"
in order to achieve God's blessings and favor.
Oh, listen, there is nothing you and I can do to achieve God's favor....

EXCEPT...TO0 BELIEVE AND ACCEPT THE FACT THAT JESUS CHRIST HAS ALREADY PAID

POR OTTR STNS. .....0.
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You cannot save yourself. The only way you can find eternal 1life and
forgiveness is by looking to Jesus on the cross. There is no other solution.

ng) The second result that I nétice, here, according to Vs 27 deals with the

PUNISHMENT we would receive., Vs 27 says: "But a certain terriE&ing expection

of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries."

This judgment is discribed in two ways according to Vs 27. (Lg) First, it

i§@§i§pribed as "a certain terrifying expectation of judgment.”

Do you know what is awaiting people who reject the sacrifice of Christ?..
Jo you really know? The Bible says: "THERE IS A CERTAIN TERRIFYING TXPECTION
OF JUDGMENT,"

Daniel Webster once said thadthe greatest thought that ever crossed his
mind was "his individual accounfability to a God that does exist."

In our good moments, when all is going well, and there are no problems,
and we are enjoying the good life, we believe that this isn't really going to
happen. There will be no judgement.

And yet, in some moment of crisis when all that we put our hope in falls
apart...or, we face deafh. At such€ a moment we hum{0§3ful feeling inside

that maybe , just maybe,the Bible is true. That,maybe,there is a God. And
maybe there is judgment and I will have to face it.4ﬁ$ﬁﬁﬁ& WHAT A SAD WAY TO

LEEE:....EE;suS said that it was dangerous to play the odds."What does it
profit a man if he gains the whole world, and yet, he loses his soul."
WHAT IS THE PROFIT, DEAR FRIENDS? Jesus said not to fear him who can kill the
body. But fear him who can cast the body and soul into everlasting fire.

The Bible teaches the judgment of God. And if you reject the mercy and
love of Christ there is no hope for you,& Pt a certain terrifying expection
of judgment. Chapter 9 verse 27 of Hebrews says that it is appointed for man

to die once, and after this comes the judgment.

(26) The second thing that discribes this punishment or judgment in Vs 27 is
the phrase "THE FURY OF A FIR® WHICH WILL ZJONSUME THE ADVERSARIES."

The word "adversaries" discribes a person who total rejects the Gaspel.

It refers to one who is hostile towards 2. And the Bible says "the fury of

a fire is about to eat them alive.....That is the meaning of the Greek text.
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You know, foks don't like to talk about this. But listen,éfriends, this

is a very serious matter. A4And here we have a discribtion of HELL. In fact,
did you know:that Jesus spoke more about Hell than he did about heaven? Jesus
talked abouty;nagvz;iasting fire where the flameynever died and the heat
increased daily, and where there is torment forever. ;kuamguai# -

I think it is easy, also, for christians who loveﬁﬁﬁfﬂ’to forget that
that judgment is awaiting those who refuse to accept Christ. Paul snoke of Mo

TolKs
6@ as the terror of the Lord and our heed to Dersude Aen to repent and to turn

to God.&?For one day, God will/fm release his judgment against :A¥EFEN¥
unbelievers and those who reject Christ as Saviour and Lord. The Bible
teaches this.[iAnd we ought to believe it.{JAnd unless we fall down and cry
for the mercy of God, unless we seek God's ;;rgiveness through the Cross of

b
Jesus Christ, ?ﬁERE IS NO HOPE, And the Bible tells us that there is” the

fury of a fire which will torment those who reject Thrist in a place called

Hell.... Oh listen, my friends, God is a %od of justice. But, he is also a

God of love. #nd because of that love he has pnrovided a way of escavne through
Jesus Christ. God does not desire that any should perish. Therefore, he

sent his son that whosoever believeth on him should not perish but have every

lasting life....{Praise the ILord).

] But q&;lggiggéé?k;;u cannot contianue in a pattern of sin and rejection of

Christ and hope to escape what God says in His Word is coming. YOU ZANNOT.

In the book of Revelation chapter 20:15 we read "that whosoever was not found

written in the book of life, was cast into the like of’fire."

Peonle often ask: "Do you believe that Hell is a“lake of fire?"....Well,

I don't know what it is. But, I do know this. That a symbol 1s always less

m——

in intensity than that which it represents. So, if fell is not a literal
. - (

lake of fire, then %od only knows how severe it is.| AndtI want no vnart of it.

The Bible teaches and warns that you cannot continue to refuse to accept
fod's mercy and love in Jesus and then hope to miss God's judgment. Ptﬁfu%%
YOU TANNOT DO IT. Theere will be no second chance after death. Whenldeath

\
comes your eternal life is sealed,
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Qé, when Jesus Christ comes in all his glory, you are going to see judgment

P

fflike you have never seen before. The Biblg%QZQChes that: fwthe;jﬁﬁusaﬁd

Tod is going to set up a great white throne

judgment. And all unbelievers, whether small or great in 1life, it makes no
difference, whether rich or poor, gi;”unbelievers Will stand before God. And
the Bible says that the books will be opened. (} believe that God 1? recording
all the sins and hostile and rebellion in the life of peoplé%\ And ;11 those
books are going to be opened. And the Bible says that the deed§ of the
unbelievers are going to be judged. And based on that verse. ; believe that
there is going to be degrees of punishmemt in Hell. I believe our Lord taught

that also. |
&
dmn% it says that the book of 1ife was opened and those who were not found
written there, were cast into the lake of flrejg.du"Z& ' ;

I cannot help but read that passage and feel concern about hy-lack of

witnessing. I don't know where you stand, but

Don't ever fall into the trap of believing that the God of

love and mcercy will ever excuss or forget rejection of his ogi& provision of
salvation. If people do not Accept Jesus Christ as their saviour and Lord, th
only thing awaiting them is "THE CERTAIN TERRIFYING EXPECTION OF JUDGMEyT
FROM A HOLY God. AND THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME ALL WHO REJECT
JESUS. That is the message of God in these verses....

(3D) Then in Verses 28 and 29; and in verses 30-31, Paul gives us two examples

litg) The first example comes from the 01d Testament. The breaking of the Law
of Moses resulted in punishment and death. In Vs 29 we read: "How much
severenﬁtpunishment do you think He will deserve who has trampled under foot
the Son ;ﬂ God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which

¥y Grace?

N D 2
He was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of¢gj
H

(28 Ang thexgecond example comes from the scripture itself.

"T (Read Vs 30-31)
jﬁ
And the p01nf of Vs 30"is that you cannot escape judgment. You cannot

get away with reJeOtlDF Jesus Christ as your saviour. For God will Jjudge the

unbeliever. And my untelieving friend, God will judge every gin that you
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have ever commited. Every single sin that you have ever commited, Fod will
bri@g to your remefggigggﬂggd you will be judged for them. Cﬁ?*JQ Vs 31 )
Nﬁéﬁw, my christian friends, did you know that your sins, as a believer,
comes under the law of this verse? You say, Wait a ménute Pastor, in what
way is my sin being judged?“....AN§ﬁ§3i....Every last sin that you have ever
committed or will commit has been judged upon the cross when Jesus died for
you. So, don't ever get the idea that God somehow over looks your sin. That
your sin is so special that God over looks it. Don't you believe that. God
has not overlooked anybodies sin. At the cross of Christ, God jusged the sin
Dot 15 Lty P (Adh in 2¢- Aol T
of all who would accept him. The Bible says that all the wrath of God was
poured but on Jesus. Jesus bore the judgment of your sin and mine when he diec
on the cross. Tt was so severe that in that hour of separation Jesus cried
out: "MY 60D, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME."

A1l the augish and torment of that moment on the cross, Jesus bore all
our sins in his own body. He bore the results of the judgment andg wrath of
God on sin.

I sometimes believe we forget this simple, yet, wonderful truth. We look
at the cross and the death of Jesus as we would look at the death of any other
peréon. Oh, listen, the death of Jesus was not like the death of any other

fﬁ%ﬁ%: Jesus died not only for the remission of sin, but also to satisfy the
wrath and judgment of God upon those sins. YOU TALK ABOUT THE LOVE OF GOD
FOR YOU AND FOR ME.....WQ@...IT BLOWS MY MIND.... j,'“faﬁwfmhj
WEEE\F think about what I deserve, when I think about my sinsi@gﬂhﬁow Iﬁ/f
é?igaect God, and yet, God loves me. He loved me so g&gh that he sent His Son
to die for my sins and to receive my punishment.yw%hen I %adkahholed of this
tremendous truth and the fact that God }oyed me before the foundations of the
world....HOW CAN I REFUSE TO ACTEPT g}ﬂ”ﬁs MY LORD AND SAVIOUR....

Oh, my friends, how can you refuse ~od's love in Jesus Christ? How can

your refuse to accept Him as your saviour?....,ﬁébu Cﬂmc:70u1/074KW‘f25

‘Qw¢~3 é?muxlbfe dnty Ckﬁ%ded% Ao (s ?



&ou know, I am so glad that these verse dg_ggﬁ apply to me. I am so
thankful that I listened to the Holy Spirit when He called my name. I an
so thankful that my name is written in the Book of life. And that one day
when God calls me home,gééhe comes in glory, I shall receive the blessed
reward prepared for those who have trusted Him.

Are you trusting %d for your salvation? Arre_&u? I}s Jesus the Lord and
H'Q on 77\"? 77\/1/1’16 C}i«*’ffp’{//[ Li)-'d*:, ?

Saviour of your 1ife? 13

Or, are you one who as heard the truth and yet, you go on sinning
willfully and continue to reject the truth? Pot CQg N2

Accent Christ today!...You ask: HOW DO I DO THAT?.....Acknowledge your
sin and ask Jesus to forgive you and to come into your life.

And you know.. HE ¥ ...."If any one hears my voice and opens the door
of his 1life, I will come into him and wilidine with him and he with me."

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive our sin

and cleans us from all unrighteousness.

Will you accent Christ?....Right now, ask Him to come into your life?....

SHALL WE_TPRAY




